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GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 709.] 


THIRD DAY. 
October 6, 10 a.m. 


Singing by the choir and congregation: 
Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor labor fear, 
But with joy wend your way. 
Prayer by Elder Hugh S. Gowans of Tooele Stake. 
The choir and congregation sang: 
Redeemer of Israel, 
Our only delight. 
PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF 
delivered a discourse on the subject of revelation, showing that it was 
impossible to conduct the work of the Lord and lead His children without 
continuous communication with the heavens. He showed why the weak 
were chosen as the instruments of the Almighty in preference to those 
who were esteemed as great from the standpoint of the world. The hum- 
ble did not take glory to themselves and could be used for the attainment 
of divine purposes. The speaker also dwelt for some time on the manner 
in which the Almighty prepared the way for the introduction of His dis- 
pensations to the children of men, and related notable instances associated 
with the setting up and establishment of the Church in this age. He also 
spoke for some time on the marvelous character of the dispensation of 
the latter days, inaugurated through the instrumentality of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, and bore testimony to the divine character of his calling. 
PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH 

followed. His address was mainly devoted to a delineation of the prac- 
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tical duties of the people. He remarked upon the great change that had 
lately taken place in the public sentiment of the nation with regard to the 
Saints, whose good qualities and works were beginning to be understood. 
This change had not occurred because of a conversion to the faith to 
which the Saints were devoted, but on account of what they had accom- 
plished in developing the resources of the country and improving the 
condition of the people. He then showed with clearness and force the 
necessity of instituting and sustaining home industries, naming a number 
which had been begun and had not received the degree of support to 
which they were entitled. He earnestly contended that a self-supporting 
policy constituted the true basis of material greatness and prosperity. 
The choir and congregation sang: 
Our God we raise to Thee, 
Thanks for Thy blessings free, 
We here enjoy. 


Benediction by Elder Seymour B. Young. 


OVERFLOW MEETING. 
An overflow meeting was held in the Assembly Hall at 2 p.m. Elder 
Brigham Young presiding. 
Choir and congregation sang: 
Guide us, O thou great Jehovah, ° 
Saints unto the promised land. 
Prayer by Bishop R. T. Burton. 
Singing: 
Glorious things are sung of Zion, 
Enoch’s city, seen of old. 


ELDER C. D. FJELDSTED 
was the first speaker. In looking over the vast assemblage of people that 
are unable to gain admittance, it makes me think that we, as a people, are 
eager to serve God. We do not hire ministers as other denominations do, 
to look after our salvation. We keep God’s commandments and in so 
doing work out our own salvation. I feel that we as Latter-day Saints, 
are blessed in having men of God preside over us, men who have commu- 
nication with God, and can teach us those things which God desires us to 
attend to. The ship of Zion, although it sails in troubled waters at times, 
will bring us safely through if we will but stick to the rod of iron. 

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT. 

[ have been truly grateful to our Heavenly Father for the good counsel 
which has been given us during our conference. I am not what you could 
cal] a very religious individual, but I am what you could call a practical 
nan in every sense of the term. When I hear a man or woman say that 
they believe that this is the Church of God and they do not show in their 
every day walk and conversation, that they act according to this profes- 
sion, I don’t have faith in those individuals. We as a people claim to 
believe in home industry, yet at the same time we have woolen mills and 
factories in our midst that have had to shut their doors for lack of sup- 
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port. How is this? It is because we believe in one thing and practice 
another. If we loved Zion and. the building up of the church and king- 
dom of God, we would have enough home manufactories to turn out all 
the commodities which we are daily in need of. The fact of the matter is, 
we think too much of tea, coffee, and a chew of tobacco, spending our 
money for these things which tend to lower and degrade us. The speaker 
here dwelt strongly upon the subject of home industry and admonished 
those present to sustain them to the extent of their ability. 
ELDER A. W. IVINS 

began by reading a passage from the book of Jeremiah. It was a predic- 
tion uttered 600 years B.c. concerning the gathering of Israel. This predic- 
tion is now in course of fulfilment. The Latter-day Saints are a people of 
destiny, they are fulfillers of prophecy. Look at the history of the Church 
of God. There was a time when the ordinance of baptism could scarcely 
be preached to the people. It was not until John the Baptist came as a 
forerunner to prepare the way, that one could come after him who would 
bestow upon them the Holy Ghost. This is-the work of the Lord, and God 
has set His hand to bring about the gathering of His people, that His 
word may be fulfilled and the Scriptures verified. The increased attend- 
ance at our conferences ought to be a living witness to the world that this 
is God’s work, and woe to him who stretches forth his hand to stay or 
interfere with its progress. Spoke of the ancient prophecies which were 
uttered by God’s servants and of their literal fulfilment, and said that as 
sure as they had been verified, those that had been uttered concerning 
this work would also be verified. Bore testimony to the divinity of the 
latter-day work, and said that we would enjoy all the blessings promised, 
if we would but live for them. 

[Elder Grant here announced that Elder Ivins had been chosen to suc- 
ceed Elder George Teasdale as President of the Mexican Mission, Elder 
Teasdale having been honorably released to return home to this city.] 

ELDER ABRAHAM H. CANNON 
prefaced his remarks by relating an incident which showed the strength 
which union would bring about. In speaking of those who had dis- 
obeyed the commandments of God, the speaker showed how fully His 
predictions of disaster coming upon them had been fulfilled. Look at the 
power that the Rothschild family holds over Jerusalem. Their immense 
wealth controls the affairs of that country and even if war were to break 
out, it could be easily prevented by the Rothschilds closing up the coffers 
of their wealth, so that warfare would be impossible. Spoke of the Sun- 
day schools of our Church and of the training which our children receive 
in those institutions. Admonished the parents to set good examples 
before their children and endeavor to train them up in the way they 
should go. Too much time is spent in foolishness instead of devoting it 
to the training of our children. Likened the children to a bar of iron 
which becomes more valuable as it is tempered. 

Who are those arrayed in white 

Brighter than the noon-day sun? 

was nicely rendered by a quartet. 
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The general authorities of the Church were voted upon and sustaiued 
unanimously. | 

Elder Seymour B. Young addressed the assemblage. He spoke of the 
unanimous support given by the Saints to the presiding authorities. This 
is as it should be. We ought to be united inall things. He alluded to the 
vast concourse of people that had assembled to attend general conference. 

The missionary work done by our Church to-day is one of great magni- 
tude. Young men are called upon to leave their homes and go into foreign 
lands to preach the Gospel. Some go into countries the climate of which 
impairs their health, but the general feeling among them is that they 
would rather lay down their lives than refuse to perform that labor. 
Hoped that the Saints would strive to live diligently before the Lord and 
merit the blessings promised to the faithful. 

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG 
added his testimony to the remarks which had already been made. The 
Gospel is not hidden or set under a bushel. It is allowed to shine that it 
might illuminate the whole earth. He read a few passages from the Book 
of Mormon, II Nephi, predicting woe upon those who were dissatisfied with 
the principles that God had revealed to His people. 

The choir and congregation sang the Doxology and benediction was pro- 
nounced by Elder William Seegmiller. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
AT THE TABERNACLE. 
The choir sang the anthem entitled: 


Lord God and Holy Ghost. 


Prayer by Elder Angus M. Cannon, of Salt Lake Stake. 
The anthem, 


Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
was sung by the choir. 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 


presented the general authorities of the Church to the Conference, as 
follows: 


Wilford Woodruff, as Prophet, Seer, and Revelator, and President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to all the world; ~ 

George Q. Cannon as First Counselor in the First Presidency ; 

Joseph F. Smith as Second Counselor in the First Presidency ; 

Lorenzo Snow as President of the Twelve Apostles; 

As members of the Council of the Twelve Apostles—Lorenzo Snow, 
Franklin D. Richards, Brigham Young, Moses Thatcher, Francis M. 
Lyman, John Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. 
Taylor, Marriner W. Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, and Abraham H. Cannon; 

he Counselors in the First Presidency and the Twelve Apostles, as 
Prophets, Seers, and Revelators; 

Patriarch to the Church—John Smith; 

First Seven Presidents of the Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeld- 
sted, B. H. Roberts, George Reynolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S. 


Wells, and Edward Stevenson ; 


William B. Preston, as Presiding Bishop, with Robert T. Burton as his 
First, and John R. Winder as his Second eennstor ; " 
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Franklin D. Richards as Church Historian and General Church Recor- 
der, and John Jacques as his assistant; 

As the Church rd of Education—Wilford tense Lorenzo Snow, 
George 0. Cannon, Karl G. Maeser, Willard Young, G. W. Thatcher, 
Anthon H. Lund, James Sharp, Joseph F. Smith; 

As Trustee-in-Trust for the body of religious worshipers known as the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints— Wilford ruff; 

John Nicholson as Clerk of General Conference. 

All the voting to sustain the authorities as presented was unanimous. 


PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON 
delivered the closing address. He dwelt for some time upon the wonder- 
ful growth of the influence of the community in relation to material 
matters, and showed that what had been accomplished had not been 
attained by the unaided exercise of the wisdom of man; it was the result 
of the »cople being directed by revelation from God. The benefits of our 
system of proselyting; the necessity and growth of sexual purity and of 
honesty were treated upon, and corruption in public affairs was denounced 
in unqualified terms. It was the high prerogative of the Saints to set a 
commendable example to the peoples of the earth in all these respects. 
He predicted a bright future for the people both from a material and 
spiritual standpoint, and closed a most instructive discourse with a power- 
ful testimony to the truth of the Gospel as revealed through Joseph Smith, 
the Prophet. 
PRESIDENT WOODRUFF 7 

made a few closing remarks, in the course of which he bore testimony to 
the xcellence of the instructions given by Presidents Cannon and Smith, 
and closed with an exhortation to the Saints to be prompt and liberal in 
paying their offerings for the support of the poor. 


Choir sang, 
osanna, 


Benediction by Patriarch John Smith. 
Conference adjourned for six months. 


DID CHRIST ESTABLISH A CHURCH? 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 718.] 
Now, how was it with the higher or spiritual officers? Jesus was the Great 
High Priest, Heb. v: 6, sent todo His Father’s Will, Matt. xxvi: 39. He 
did not take the office upon Himself, and the people were warned against 
taking this honor unto themselves unless they were called of God as was 
Aaron. Heb. v: 4,5. The Apostles were chosen and ordained, John xv: 
16, they were called of God, and were given the word and ministry of reconcil- 
iation, and stood in the place of God and Christ as their ambassadors, 2 Cor. 
v: 19, 20, they were empowered to bind on earth and it should be bound in 
Heaven, to loose on earth and it should be loosed in Heaven. This then is 
the position they occupied after the ascension of Christ. The number of 
the Apostles was to be twelve, for we find one man called and chosen to 
fill the place made vacant by the apostasy of Judas, Acts i: 22,26. Paul 
was also made an Apostle the year after the Martyrdom of James, Acts 
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xii: 2, xiii: 13. Thus we see that the intention was to keep the quorum 
complete. The relentless persecutions that followed the destruction of 
Jerusalem obscured the recordance of further ordinations, if it did not 
entirely prevent them. 

From the first, one or more of the Apostles were selected for special 
honors, Peter was so chosen, through his being in possession of the spirit 
of prophecy and revelation, as before mentioned; James and John were 
associated with him as witnesses of the transfiguration; hence we may 
infer that they afterwards stood as a presiding council over the quorum of 
the twelve, if not over the whole Church. This view, that such a presi- 
dency was in existence, is strengthened by later developments, for we find 
Peter and James giving a decision regarding a controversy which had arisen 
among the Saints at Antioch and vicinity, when they each wrote letters 
proclaiming the decision of the council, at Jerusalem, Acts xv: 1, 31, thus 
the fact is established that there was an organization under authority in 
spiritual, as well as in temporal things. 

There was another class of officers established by the Savior; two com- 
panys of men, seventy in each, were sent by Him to preach repentance, 
Luke x: 1, 17; they were special missionaries, not located in any particu- 
lar place, but were sent two and two through the country; then, there 
was a class of men called Elders, who were to preach, teach, exhort and 
take the over-sight of po tions of the flock. Acts xiv: 2,3. 1 Pet. v: 1, 
3. Paulin 1 Cor. xii: 27,31, says that God had set in the Church, Apostles, 
Prophets, and Teachers, who were to have special gifts to minister unto 
the people; in fact, he tells them, that the Church is built upon the foun- 
dation of Apostles, and Prophets, Christ Himself being the chief corner 
stone; that they (the Saints) in connection with their officers and gifts 
were to be as parts of the great building all fitly joined together in the 
Lord and compacted by that which every joint supplieth according to the 
workings of each part. Eph. ii: 19,21. Paul did not consider that these 
officers were instituted by the Apostles themselves, for he tells the people 
plainly that Christ gave some Apostles, some Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, 
and Teachers, when He ascended up on high; he also tells for what pur- 
poses they were placed in the Church, “For the work of the ministry and 
the perfecting of the Saints.” These officers and gifts were to continue in 
the Church until mankind came to unity of the faith, and were to guard 
the Saints against being led away with false doctrines, to bring them into 
one body, under one head, even Christ. Eph. iv: 8, 15. 

Another striking proof of the corporate unity of the Church of Christ is 
the fact that all believers in every community or country were baptized 
in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and had the hands of the 
Apostles, Prophets, or Missionaries, laid upon their heads for the reception 
of the Holy Spirit. Inthe sacrament of the Lord’s Supper they partook of 
the same emblems of the body and Blood of the Redeemer. They all 
received the same holy oracles and they all lived under the same command- 
ments, shared the same hopes, and prayed for the same kingdom to come. 
This spiritual unity was made visible in such a way that pagans outside 
could see it and have mentioned it in their writings. 
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But some say, how was it possible to secure this unity among people so 
widely separated by custom, temperament, social and political environ- 
ments? The answer is easy to find. They had the authority from God, 
companionship of the Holy Ghost, teaching and guiding them into all 
truth, the spirit of prophecy showing them things to come, and testifying 
of the mission of Christ. They were all animated by this spirit from the 
head down, cherishing the same hope of a glorious resurrection. ‘The 
Priesthood of God in its several departments was in effectual working 
order, each branch ministering in its particular sphere to the people, as 
missionaries and teachers, going from place to place, all teaching the same 
thing and bestowing the same gifts, healing the sick, and encouraging 
those who were meek in the faith; not preaching for hire or divining for 
money, but giving freely the good word of God. The people were enjoined 
toreceivesuch “speakers of the word of God” and “provide freely for their 
needs” by higher officers of the Church who wrote epistles setting forth 
the laws and ordinances of the Gespel as well as encouraging the Saints 
or presiding officer. These epistles were some time directed to one partic- 
ular church connecting one particular evil, at other times to one church 
with advice to pass to other churches after reading it themselves: others 
were addressed to Saints in general and contained instructions for all. 
Hence by inter-communication officially directed the spiritual unity of the 
whole church was encouraged and preserved. 

An answer to the original question is that Jesus did organize a church 
in part, and gave laws and instructions to his apostles to complete the 
organization. Now compare the picture we have drawn (which is but a 
brief outline of the Gospel as restored in our day under the Prophet Joseph 
Smith) with the warring, jarring systems of man-made religions and see how 
woefully they all come short of following the perfect pattern marked out 
by Him who led the way. H. A. Tuckert. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A German genius fills a long-felt want by providing mirrors which will not break. He 
simply employs celluloid where glass was heretofore used. A perfectly transparent, well- 
polished celluloid plate receives a quicksilver backing like that of a glass mirror. This 
backing is protected by another celluloid plate, which also mirrors, so that we have 
practically a double mirror, lighter, cheaper, and more lasting than a glass mirror. 

A German composer has calculated that a minimum pressure of the finger of a quarter 
of a pound is needed to sound a note on the piano, and that at times a force of five pounds 


js thrown on a single key to produce a single effect. Chopin’s last study in C minor has ~ 


@ passage, taking two minutes five seconds to play, that requires a total pressure estim- 
ated at three full tons. It is not strange that pianists develop wonderful strength of the 
fingers. 

A Frenchman has devised a method of increasing the illuminating power of coal gas. 
It is said that the illuminating power may be increased fifteen times by supplying a small 
and constant current of air to the flame. A tiny electric motor is fixed in the body of the 
gas lamp, which is a diminutive ventilator. The motor is run by a current supplied by a 
couple of small accumulators. The flame has a remarkable briliancy. Lamps have been 
constructed on this pattern with an illuminating power of 800 candle-power. 


. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1895. 


TITHING. 


. “Brine ye all the tithes into the store house, that there may be meat in 
mine house, and prove me herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not 
open the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it. And I will rebuke the destroyer for 
your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit before time in the field, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” Malachi iii: 10, 11. 

The Lord gave these words to the Israelites after He had made a serious 
charge against them, saying that they had even robbed Him in tithes and 
offerings; as a consequence a curse had come upon their land, and the 
people were not prospered as they had been in times past. The law of 
tithing had been in existence as far back as the time of Abraham since it 
is recorded that he paid tithes to Melchisedek, and had been taught by 
the servants of God down to the time of Malachi, so that the people could 
not plead ignorance of it; they had simply neglected their duty, and were 
suffering the consequences by having God’s curse pronounced upon their 
land and crops and other means of subsistence. 

Should the question be put to-day to one thousand people, asking which 
was the most effectual way of securing temporal prosperity, it is doubtful 

if one of them would give the way mentioned by Malachi. “Go and pay 
your tithing to the servants of God,” would be the last advice thought of; 
yet there it stands, not as the word of a man; but as the word of the Lord, 
asking His children to prove Him. It would also very likely be thought 
extremely foolish by numbers of people who look upon the Bible as a 
sacred and inspired record, should some one recommend as a means of 
getting rid of different insects which injure grain and fruit crops, that all 
the people pay their tithing into the Lord’s storehouse. 

In speaking of tithing we do not desire to be understood as meaning 
that compulsory contribution which is collected in some countries from 
the members of all churches for the benefit of one particular organization, 
and which has at times stirred up so much commotion and opposition 
when the collectors would appear armed with the authority of the govern- 
ment to enforce their demands: but a free will offering according to the 
circumstances of each person, giving it to the servants of God, not for their 
personal benefit, but for the advancement of His cause among the children 
of men. There can be no acceptable gift to the Lord which is grudgingly 
given; it was this kind which Cain offered, and for that reason the offering 
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was rejected, while because Abel brought the firstlings of his flock and 
gave them without any regret, he was accepted. “The Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver.” 

The principle of tithing is taught by the Latter-day Saints. It has been 
in the Church at least since 1831, as reference to it is made in a revelation 
given in September of that year. “Verily it is a day of sacrifice, and a 
day for the tithing of my people; for he that is tithed shall not be burned 
(at his coming); for after to-day cometh the burning: this is speaking 
after the manner of the Lord; for verily I say, to-morrow all the proud 
and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I will burn them up, 
for 1 am the Lord of hosts: and I will not spare any that remain in 
Babylon,” Doc. and Cov., Sec. lxiv: 23, 24. Subsequent to this there were 
allusions made to the subject at different times, but it was fully explained 
in a revelation given July 8, 1838, in answer to a question asking the Lord 
to show His servants how much He required of the properties of the people 
for a tithing. It would be well to read the whole revelation, as it shows 
clearly the position of the Church regarding this principle. It is found 
in Sec. cxix of the Doctrine and Covenants. 

There has been a great deal of misrepresentation by opponents of 
Mormonism in regard to this principle; many have said it was a tax 
imposed upon the members for the benefit of the priesthood; but when it 
is known that the Priesthood is conferred on nearly every man and boy of 
suitable age, it will be seen that if the statement were true there would be 
scarcely any one but women and children to contribute to the tithing 
fund. As the revelation stands it applies to every member of the Church 
who earns means of his own, from the President down to the last bap- 
tized. Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, designated by revelation as the 
first and second Elders of the Church, made a covenant with the Lord, 
and committed it to writing, agreeing that inasmuch as they should be 
prospered they would give a tenth of all the Lord should give them, to be 
bestowed upon the poor of His Church, or as He might direct. They paid 
their tithing, as have the Presidents, since their day, the Apostles, the 
Presidents of Stakes, and in fact all faithful members whether they held 
official positions or not. As stated before, there has been no compulsion in 
all this; each one has been left to his own conscience to say how much his 
tithing is. 

The law applies to the Saints in Zion and all her Stakes; and where there 
is no organized Stake the representatives of the Church authorities, can 
receive the tithing of those who desire to pay it. It has tested the faith 
of some, and they have fallen away, because they were in the same state 
of mind as was the young man whom Christ asked to sell all he had and 
give to the poor and come and follow Him. It was a greater trial than he 
could endure. The Gospel requires a constant sacrifice, as those have no 
doubt discovered, who have become believers. It caused in many in- 
stances a sacrifice of relatives who turned against them when they joined 
the true Church; next it cost many of them their positions in which they 
were obtaining a livelihood; then it was a leaving of home for those who 
gathered to Zion; and when they got there they found that there were 
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still trials to go through. They were asked to pay their tithing, as they 
had before emigrating, to help build Temples, to aid in supporting the 
poor, to assist the Church in numerous directions; so there was no chance 
for them to think their days of sacrifice were ended. That time does not 
come to Latter-day Saints on this side the grave, but in the midst of all 
this from the beginning to the present the faithful among thei have re- 
ceived the reward promised. They have proved the Lord; He has poured 
out blessings upon them beyond their greatest expectations. 

The Saints have only begun the labor that they must do before the end 
comes. They expect to preach the Gospel in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; to build numerous temples to the name of the Most 
High; to assist in bringing the earth to that condition in which it must 
be when Christ comes to reign on earth a thousand years. All of these 
things require means from somewhere. The tithing is used more or less 
for all of these purposes. It is not paid to build up men privately, but 
it is giving unto the Lord that which He says rightly belongs to Him. 
Unless those who call themselves Saints are willing to obey this law they 
are not of the class who will be accounted the most faithful, yet this is by 
no means the only test of faithfulness. 

It may sound very strange to many to learn that the Saints are asked 
to make such a sacrifice. It would bea more severe trial if there were not 
given in connection with it the promise of the Lord that no one shall be 
really the loser for assisting the Church of Christ in any way. The law 
was given by the Lord and He does not make any compromises with the 
world, nor modify His commands to suit the taste of each person; in this 
instance He has given a commandment with a promise wherein He can be 
proved, and He will never fail to do His part entirely, provided His chil- 
dren will do theirs. Are the Saints willing to trust Him? They have an 
excellent opportunity in this law of tithing, and they need not wait until 
the next world to experience the results. They will be prospered in tem- 
poral affairs, and will receive a greater portion of the spirit of the Gospel 
which will assist them in all the details of life. 


ArrivaLs.—The following named Elders arrived in Liverpool per Amer- 
ican Line Steamer Rihynland on November 13: For the British Mission— 
Benjamin Gunn of Salt Lake City; Milford Williams of Montpelier, Idaho; 
Archibald R. Anderson of Fairview; John Edward Thurgood of Bountiful; 
Almon D. Robison of Fillmore: For the Scandinavian Mission—M. C. 
Mortensen and K. H. Fridal of Bear River City; James Jérgensen of 
Draper; Andrew Johnson of Ovid, Idaho; Jens C. Jensen of Glenwood ; 
Christian Johanson of Mount Pleasant; Olaf E. Olson of Mout Pleasant; 
Niels C. Sérensen of Central. Elder Walter Hoge of Paris, Idaho, arrived 
with the above missionaries and will attend to genealogical work before 
returning home. The following visitors also arrived: Mrs. Lulu S. Barton, 
Claude 8. Barton, Eugene Hardie and Ernest Castleton all of Salt Lake 
City. 


RELEASE AND APPOINTMENTs.—Elder Thomas Adams has been released 
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from laboring as Traveling Elder in the Liverpool Conference, and has 
been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the Irish Conference. 

Elder Benjamin Gunn has been appointed to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the London Conference. 

Elder Milford Williams has been appointed t to labor as Traveling Elder 
in the Liverpool Conference. 

Elder Archibald R. Anderson has been appointed to labor as Traveling 
Elder in the Scottish Conference. 

Elders John Edward Thurgood and Almon D. Robison have been 
appointed to labor as Traveling Elders in the Newcastle Conference. 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


Tue Norwich Conference was held in Gordon Hall, Duke Palace, Duke 
Street, Norwich, October 27, 1895. The following Elders were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; C. E. Lloyd, Presi- 
dent of, and:Francis Clarke, Alfred Gadd, W. H. Darley, Jesse R. Burbidge, 
John Kemp, J. D. Lee, A. B. Call, and J. T. Rackham, Traveling Elders in 
the Norwich Conference. 

Meetings commenced at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 

The hall was well filled with attentive listeners, among whom were a 
number of strangers. 

The statistical report of the Conference, and the report of the Elders 
for the last six months were read as follows: High Priest 1; Seventies 8; 
Elders 7; Priests 6; Teachers 4; Deacons 1; members 99; total officers and 
members 126. Tracts distributed 22,121; books given away 18; books sold 
18; books loaned 89; in-door meetings held 198; Sunday schools 28; open- 
air meetings 49. Baptisms 9; confirmations 9; Gospel conversations 744; 
emigrated 2. 

Monday forenoon the Elders met in council meeting, gave a report of 
their labors during the six months just past, and received some very 
encouraging instructions from President Lund. 

A. B. Catt, Clerk of Conference. 


A NORWEGIAN TOWN WITHOUT SPIRITS FOR 29 YEARS. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the London 7Z%mes writes to that paper from Chris- 
tiania as follows: 

Under the head of “No Liquor in Haugesund,” the rector of this town 
in the West of Norway has in the Morgenblad of October 19 written a 
most remarkable article, which I am sure you will consider worthy to 
insert in your columns, somewhat abbreviatedly translated. 

The Rev. Kjelland writes: 

“While at present a powerful agitation is going on in all Norwegian 
towns in order to gain a majority for abolishing ‘the companies for selling 
liquors’ (they can be voted down for five years according to a new law), 
there is but a single place where peace and quiet concerning this matter 
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prevail, and this is Haugesund, for here we are entirely outside of all laws 
on spirits. 

“When Haugesund was made a town (according to law) in 1866, our fathers 
took care to get inserted a statute to this effect: ‘No sale of spirits, neither 
by wholesale nor retail, shall be allowed in this town, unless grant be given 
by the King after a petition recommended by its town council and repre- 
sentatives.’ By virtue of this law there has never been any dealing in 
spirits, neither retail nor wholesale, in this town. Attempts have many 
times been made to get such men elected to the local board as would re- 
commend the sale of liquors, but always without success. The King hav- 
ing waived his right to grant it without a majority in its local board and 
no person having ever proposed the establishing of spirit-shops, there has 
never been any voting about it. In the future the probability of their 
being licensed is still less. The whole great population of working men 
will now vote against it, a new ally being also gained (by the last law) 
in all the voting women, while it nay be truly said that the former law on 
sale of spirits was merely a genuine law for the male sex. 

“The reader may smile and say, ‘Such a thing may do in a smaH place 
like Haugesund.’ Very well, it is not a very large place with its 6,200 
inhabitants; but there are many smaller in Norway, also in England. 
Around Haugesund, however, there are very populous parishes, one (Kar- 
méen) with 12,000 men, and four others with 14,000. Moreover Haugesund 
is the meeting place at various times of the year for big gatherings of 
fishermen, particularly in the winter season, there being at one fishing 
station about 6,000 men, most of them young people, assembled together. 
Should there at any place be room or need for sale of liquor, it might be 
here. But nothing of the like is to be found there. 

“People are so wedded to the thought of the necessity of such dealing 
that they in full earnest ask, ‘A town without sale of spirits—how can 
that be?’ The answer is just to the contrary; we can’t imagine how it 
would do to have it. Nobody misses it, except people used to ‘a toddy,’ 
who may order it from other places, or housekeepers who want a bottle of 
brandy for dressing certain dishes. That’sall. For the rest, the town is 
in a most excellent condition. Here is a most astonishing sobriety, an in- 
toxicated individual being almost a prodigy. Some beershops (four) we 
have, but I doubt if they prosper very much. But smuggling, you may 
guess, of spirits is rife? No; far from that, it is very seldom heard of, 
while there more frequently occurs illicit sale of beer, strange to say, 
though this beverage is licensed under certain restrictions. 

“T think I may say for a certainty a worthier and more industrious class 
of working men is not to be found in all Norway than that of Haugesund, 
and, besides, they have shown a rare faculty of pulling through in times 
of unemployment. I consider myself entitled to tell all who labor for the 
abolishing of the sale of spirits that Haugesund has not discovered any 
bad consequences of its non-existence, but only good ones.” 

The application of the teachings of the marvelous facts above stated 
anybody eager to promote sobriety among his fellow men, either societies 
or individuals, will readily make and be able to value. 
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TRUTH AND FACTS. 


Wuart the world requires is truth, and in searching after it, many without 
delving deep into facts, are led away by various dogmas and hypotheses of 
wicked designing men, who pose as bright lights in the intellectual world, 
but are generally lacking in the good qualities that constitute moral men. 
They rehash the sayings of ancient philosophers, the immoral Voltaire, the 
doubting Tom Payne, and others, and without an investigation speak of 
Christianity, the Bible, and all religion, as trash. The majority of these 
individuals are biased and prejudiced against religious, truths, and study 
these only for the sake of fighting them. I believe there are thousands 
who declare themselves unbelievers in the Word of God, who have never 
read a chapter of the book. In our search for truth we must be consis- 
tent and admit facts whenever and however found, or we shall be stranded 
before we proceed very far on the sea of investigation. 

We see in the stupendous planetary system, that everything is senndiiad 
and moved in perfect order; the sun rises and sets each day dispensing 
its life-giving heat and light to numerous worlds, the moon and planets 
move in their orbits with the utmost precision, and the earth varies not in 
its course round the sun a second a year. 

The particular circumstances in which we are placed, and our environ- 
ments are better adapted to our existence than any change conceivable to 
man. If the proportions of the elements should be by any accident 
reversed, it would in many instances be fatal to life upon the earth; the 
air is composed of substances which are perfectly suited to the creatures 
which breathe it; were there any more or less oxygen, the effects would 
be disastrous, as can be easily demonstrated by experiment; should the 
poisonous gases which are thrown from the lungs of animals be allowed 
to accumulate in great quantities throughout the earth animal life would 
entirely cease within a few years: on the other hand if these gases were not 
freshly supplied by the action of animal life, and the destruction of previous 
vegetation, plants would wither and die for the lack of the elements thus 
supplied. The nature of water and air is such that the former is taken from 
the ocean by means of the shiftings air-currents, to the remote portions of 
the globe, which but for this provision of nature would be entirely unin- 
habitable. What grand design is thereby shown forth! Who, but a fool 
would say there was no Designer? Still we find men who will actually 
question there being a God; they say these are but the laws of nature, and 
refuse to accept anything but what can be explained by man’s limited 
wisdom. 

Has not the history of the past taught us that man’s mind unless it is lit 
up by the revelations of God is incapable of guiding us into truth? What 
absurd notions have been advanced by men who were considered wise in 
their day as for instance the Grecian philosophers, some of whom advoca- 
ted the training of women and children for war, and taught that weak 
children should be put to death or allowed to die through exposure to the 
elements. If men’s unaided wisdom suggests such degrading practices as 
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these, must we not seek aid from a higher source when investigating prin- 
ciples, and searching for truth? 

The Holy Bible contains within its lids words which, if heeded, will ele- 
vateand exaltmankind. It isnot inconsistent when read by the Spirit which 
inspired its writers. It has stood the test of criticism, and has come from 
the fire unscathed. It is the grand reflector of truth, and the guide for all 
civilized nations. These nations that rejected its teachings have sunk into 
oblivion in almost every instance. Dr. Mosheim says of the Grecian and 
Roman philosophers: ‘These venerable sages delivered in their writings, 
many duties incumbent upon men, they disputed with sagacity against the 
popular religion, but to all this they added such chimerical notions and 
such absurd ideas of their own, as may serve to convince us that it belongs 
to God alone and not to man to reveal the truth without any mixture of 
impurity or error.” 

The history of the world has taught us this fact: that nations under the 
guidance of prophets and inspired servants of God have prospered and 
made unbounded progress in all branches of learning; while others bid- 
ding defiance to the light of revelation have sunk in sin and degradation, 
their hopes blasted and their aspirations thwarted. That history repeats 
itself is commonly expressed ; this is true for the reason that similar effects 
follow similar causes ; hence it can with certainty be predicted that nations 
will continue to rise and fall unless they take cognizance of the past and 
accept the truth by obeying the irrepealable laws of the Creator, God our 
Father, who has sent His servants among the children of men in this day. 
The wise man has declared centuries ago that where there is no vision the 
people perish ; and Amos said that the Lord will do nothing but he reveals 
His secrets unto His servants the prophets. 

The wise men of the world have understood the need for such instruc- 
tors. Socrates said when dying: “I am going out of the world and you 
are to continue in it, but which of us has the better part, is a secret to all 
but God, and we must wait till some one who careth for us shall come and 
instruct us how we ought to behave towards God and towards man.” The 
instructor came in the person of Jesus Christ. If we are willing to accede 
to His laws this Teacher has told us that we should know (by revelation) 
whether the doctrine taught was true or false, of God or of man. His 
system stands upon the rock of revelation. The knowledge Peter had of 
Jesus Christ was not derived alone from his daily communications with 
Him, but from God through revelation. In answer to Peter’s declaration 
that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the Living God, the Savior said: 
“Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-Jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. * * * and 
upon this rock (the rock of revelation) will I build my church.” 

Is the world in need of revelation to-day? The learned college-bred 
ministers of modern Christendom declare not, and manufacture their 
diversified ideas in regard to one thing and another, vainly trying to re- 
concile science with their views, and failing in this they pronounce science 
to be at fault and of the devil. They do not understand that they have 
turned away from the truth. For generations the people of the world 
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have been groveling in darkness, and are now entirely at sea in their ideas 
regarding God. Is it any wonder that Wesley declared Christians had 
turned heathen again and had nothing but a dead form left? Ancient 
Prophets saw the time when the earth should be defiled under the inhabi- 
tants thereof, because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordin- 
ance, and broken the everlasting covenant; that men should teach for 
doctrine the commandments of men, and should have a form of godliness, 
but should deny the power thereof. Paul says that there should be teach- 
ers of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith, and advises us from 
such to turn away. 

Because we see so much error in the world is it necessary to reject truth 
and pronounce all religions false? Because there are counterfeit coins, it 
does not follow that there are no true and genuine ones. By examining 
closely the different systems, accepting truth and rejecting error, a close 
comparison will show that the Latter-day Saints, the members of that 
church so much spoken against, have more Gospel truth than all the rest 
of Christendom combined. Their doctrines are reasonable and do not in 
any way conflict with the demonstrated facts of science, and they are also 
strictly in accord with the Bible. 

Their Church is governed by the same officers, and in like manner as 
was the primitive Church. It is the kingdom which should be established 


in the last days never more to be thrown down nor given to another 


people, and is founded upon revelation. 

Let the world awake from its sleep of indifference, shake off the dettite 
of infidelity and error; permit the illuminating rays of truth todawn upon 
its understanding ; believe, repent, be baptized for the remission of sins, 
and receive the Holy Ghost through the laying on of hands by those who 
have proper authority. Mankind will then know that the day of God’s 
judgments is at hand, and will be shown how to escape them. The Spirit 
of truth will enlighten the minds of those who receive it, and will point out 
the course in life for them to pursue; the hope it gives passes all under- 
standing. It creates happiness here and through the grace of God gives 
men power to gain reward hereafter. A. ARROWSMITH. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

Utah has seven students at the famous Cornell University this year. 

Richfield is discussing the waterworks problem, the water used having been pronounced 
unfit for domestic purposes. It is proposed to use the water from the pure springs above 
the city. 

Some of the Seneunent bicyclists of America were in Salt Lake City during the latter 
part of October for the purpose of participating in the races. While there a bicycle 
parade was formed by the local wheelmen which was the most novel thing in that line 
ever witnessed in the ‘Territory. 

A bill for an ordinance requiring the placing of telephone, telegraph, and electric light 
wires under ground has been introduced in the Salt Lake City Council. The electric 
cars company’s wires were not included in the bill. The companies affected are opposed 
to its passage, and it is not yet known whether it will become a law or not. 
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